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Good evening Chairman Mills and members of the Committee. The absence of
regulations on the pedicab industry is a prominent concern for the constituents of my
district, which includes the West 50s adjacent to Central Park, portions of Midtown, and
much of the Upper East Side. Accordingly, I thank you for holding this public hearing.

Today, pedicabs — unlike taxis or horse-drawn carriages — are without any
regulations whatsoever. There are no standard licensing requirements for drivers; no
standards for insurance that pedicab operators must carry; no standards for the safety and
inspection of pedicabs; and no pre-determined fees for consumers to view. Pedicabs
offer an alternative, clean mode of transport for residents and tourists alike, but in order
for the benefits of pedicabs to be fully realized, reasonable regulations must be
implemented.

Any consideration of pedicab regulations must take into account the already
congested state of our streets. According to the Department of Transportation, the nine
midtown cross-streets that comprise the Manhattan Thru Streets program accommodate
over 4,800 cars per hour."! These cars travel at an average speed of a 5.3 miles per hour.?
A mere 5.3 miles per hour. This speaks to the serious congestion problem that we have
in Midtown. We need to do more to ensure that the problems are not worsened by
unchecked and unregulated pedicabs on the roadway. I should note that the Partnership
for New York City last month issued a report that shows that traffic and congestion have
become a significant drag on the City and the reglonal economy — costing more than $13
billion and as many as 52,000 new jobs annually
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